
POLLINATOR-FRIENDLY TREES AND SHRUBS 

Botanical references, plant characteristics, and images courtesy of Missouri Botanical Garden 

Common Name: New Jersey tea   
Type: Deciduous shrub 
Zone: 4 to 8 
Height: 3.00 to 4.00 feet 
Spread: 3.00 to 5.00 feet 
Bloom Time: May to July 
Bloom Description: White 
Sun: Full sun to part shade 
Water: Dry to medium 
Flower: Showy, Fragrant, Good Cut 
Attracts: Hummingbirds, Butterflies 
Tolerate: Drought, Dry Soil, Shallow-Rocky Soil, Black 
Walnut 

Ceanothus americanus 
 

Common Name: Buttonbush 
Type: Deciduous shrub 
Zone: 5 to 9 
Height: 5.00 to 12.00 feet 
Spread: 4.00 to 8.00 feet 
Bloom Time: June 
Bloom Description: White 
Sun: Full sun to part shade  
Water:  Medium to wet 
Flower:  Showy, Fragrant 
Attracts: Butterflies 
Fruit:  Showy 
Other: Winter Interest 
Tolerate: Erosion, Wet Soil 

Cephalanthus occidentalis 
 

Common Name: eastern redbud  
Type:  Tree  
Zone: 4 to 8 
Height: 20.00 to 30.00 feet 
Spread: 25.00 to 35.00 feet 
Bloom Time: April 
Bloom Description: Pink 
Sun: Full sun to part shade  
Water:  Medium 
Flower:  Showy 
Attracts: Butterflies 
Tolerate: Deer, Clay Soil, Black Walnut 

 Cercis canadensis 
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Common Name: sweet pepperbush   
Type: Deciduous shrub 
Zone: 3 to 9 
Height: 3.00 to 8.00 feet 
Spread: 4.00 to 6.00 feet 
Bloom Time: July to August 
Bloom Description: White  
Sun: Full sun to part shade  
Water:  Medium to wet 
Flower: Showy, Fragrant 
Attracts: Birds, Butterflies 
Fruit: Showy 
Tolerate: Heavy Shade, Erosion, Clay Soil, Wet Soil 

Clethra alnifolia 
 

Common Name: pagoda dogwood   
Type: Deciduous shrub 
Zone: 3 to 7 
Height: 15.00 to 25.00 feet 
Spread: 20.00 to 32.00 feet 
Bloom Time: May to June 
Bloom Description: Yellowish-white 
Sun: Full sun to part shade 
Water:  Medium 
Flower: Showy, Fragrant 
Attracts: Birds, Butterflies 
Fruit:  Showy 
Tolerate:  Deer, Black Walnut 

Cornus alternifolia 
 

Common Name: witch hazel   
Type: Deciduous shrub 
Zone: 3 to 8 
Height: 15.00 to 20.00 feet 
Spread: 15.00 to 20.00 feet 
Bloom Time: Oct. to Dec. 
Bloom Description: Yellow  
Sun: Full sun to part shade 
Water:  Medium 
Flower: Showy, Fragrant 
Attracts: Birds 
Tolerate: Deer, Erosion, Clay Soil 

Hamamelis virginiana    
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Common Name: spice bush  
Type: Deciduous shrub 
Zone: 4 to 9 
Height: 6.00 to 12.00 feet 
Spread: 6.00 to 12.00 feet 
Bloom Time: March 
Bloom Description: Greenish yellow 
Sun: Full sun to part shade 
Water:  Medium 
Flower: Showy, Fragrant 
Attracts: Birds, Butterflies 
Fruit:  Showy 
Tolerate: Deer, Drought, Heavy 
Shade, Clay or Wet Soil, Black Walnut 

Lindera benzoin  
 

Common Name: ninebark  
Type: Deciduous shrub 
Zone: 2 to 8 
Height: 5.00 to 8.00 feet 
Spread: 4.00 to 6.00 feet 
Bloom Time: May to June 
Bloom Description: White or pink 
Sun: Full sun to part shade 
Water:  Dry to medium 
Flower: Showy 
Tolerate: Drought, Erosion, Clay, Dry or 
Wet Soil, Shallow-Rocky Soil, Black Walnut 

Physocarpus opulifolius 
 

Common Name: pussy willow   
Type: Deciduous shrub 
Zone: 4 to 8 
Height: 6.00 to 15.00 feet 
Spread: 4.00 to 12.00 feet 
Bloom Time: March to April 
Bloom Description: Yellow stamens/greenish styles 
Sun: Full sun to part shade 
Water: Medium to wet 
Maintenance: Low 
Other: Winter Interest 
Tolerate: Deer, Erosion, Wet Soil, Black Walnut 

Salix discolor 


